Heyn 1

Text: Isaiah 53:4-6
4 Surely he took up our infirmities  and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted For You
I. We all have strayed

II. The punishment goes to the One who stayed
Dear fellow redeemed in Christ,

 

It is a sad and somber scene that we consider on Good Friday. I know families that try to watch The Passion of the Christ every year on this day. We don’t do it because we enjoy watching our Savior undergo that kind of humiliation. We watch it because it’s a good and powerful reminder of what He did for us. This evening we consider what He did do for us on that dark Friday 2000 years ago. There, as Isaiah prophesies, He was stricken, smitten, and afflicted… for you. 
 
I. [We’ve all strayed from our Shepherd.] Toward the end of our text, Isaiah writes “We all, like sheep, have gone astray.” The Apostle Paul puts it another way: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
 “All have sinned.” “All have gone astray.” Sin has been a problem for all people in the history of the world. I often hear people noting that our generation must be the most sinful, but it’s every generation that has battled sin.

 
To make the sickness of sin more relevant, it’s the world’s biggest problem for each of us - you and me, too. Like the rest of mankind, you and I have transgressed God’s laws. The Hebrew word for transgress is also the word for rebel. And how many times have we each rebelled against God? Not listening to Him or following His guidance.

 

And if we’re not listening to God, or to the authority figures He’s placed over us, who do we listen to? Isaiah tells us very plainly. “Each of us has turned to his own way.” When a sheep faces stress, it has a tendency to panic and flee. It goes whichever way it sees fit. Which is exactly what we have done, ever since the Garden of Eden where we first faced the stress of our broken relationship with God. We flee and go our own way, adopting a “me first” attitude.

 

This was Eve’s attitude when she committed the first sin and ate of the forbidden fruit. And nothing has changed since that day. Every sin we’ve committed is because of that “me first” attitude. When we’re younger, it’s often, “I need the rush” or “I just want to have fun.” Me first. As we get older, it turns into, “I need to succeed” or “Advance in my career.” Even if it comes at the cost of time with my family or my Lord. Me first.  

 

And it gets worse. We feel guilt over our “me first” attitude. And how do we deal with that guilt and those consequences? With even more of a “me first” attitude. “I need to feel better about myself so I’m going to use and abuse this vice” (be it sex, alcohol, whatever). I’m going to take care of things my way. “Me first.” “Each of us has turned to his own way.”

 

In going our own ways, we’ve all separated ourselves from the Good Shepherd. He warned us not to. He’s warned us that following the herd leads to a cliff to eternal punishment. But we haven’t listened. And now we do face the eternal punishment God has prepared for those who break His laws. 

 

This applies to all of us here, doesn’t it? But there was one sheep who didn’t stray to His own path. One sheep who did His Father’s will every day of His life. I’m talking about the Lamb of God Jesus Christ. He became like one of us, taking on human flesh. He always did everything to God’s glory and He did it for our sake. And completely by the grace of God… that’s where our punishment goes, to the One Lamb of God who didn’t stray… but stayed.

 

II. [The punishment goes to the One Lamb of God who stayed.]
Look at what happened, in the words of Isaiah, on Good Friday. Here we see all of the punishment that we should have taken for our sins. We can’t say “God doesn’t hold us to any standard.” He absolutely does (the standard of perfection). And what we see on the cross is the punishment for our imperfection. There we see Jesus bearing our pain. Those nails pierced His hands and feet so that He could rid us of our sins. He was crushed by a six hour grueling death for our iniquities.

 

And yet, on Good Friday, we don’t look to the cross to make us feel bad. The cross isn’t the symbol of Christianity to remind us of our sins. We look to the cross to remind us that, because of what the Lamb of God suffered there… our sins are removed and gone forever.
 

We know the word scapegoat, right? If I make a mistake and then say it was someone else’s fault, I’ve made them the scapegoat. They take the heat for what I’ve done. The root for the word actually comes from the Hebrew word for “remove” or “entire removal.” And it has its origins back in Leviticus 16. There God, through Moses, instructs the people on how their sins were to be removed. “[The priest] is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites.”
 This goat was then to be led into the desert and set loose. The sin of the people was to be entirely removed by sending it off with the goat. 
 

But was it really this goat that was taking away the nation’s sins? No, the goat pointed forward to what happened to the Lamb of God on this Good Friday 2000 years ago. There our Savior died for the sins of those Israelites. But there He also died for all of our sins (yours, mine, and those of the world), and removed them entirely forever. As the words of Isaiah declare, “The LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”

 

By His wounds, you are now healed of the sickness of sin.  Through faith in Him, you live life with a blank slate. Through faith, you now appear perfect in His eyes because He sees the life of His perfect Son in your place. And your relationship with God has been restored. You can live at peace… not only with God, but with yourself. Let your guilt haunt you no longer. “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”

 

With your relationship restored, you can now follow your Shepherd, living lives of love and hope, knowing that nothing can “separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
 And we know where He leads - to an eternal life of love. 

 

I’m sure many of you are familiar with the deceased cartoonist Johnny Hart, or at least with his most famous cartoon, BC. Hart became known for the religious messages that were often sent through his comic strip, especially in his later years. He had one comic strip which depicted two cavemen. I don’t know the comic well enough to give you their names. But one says to the other, “I hate the term ‘Good Friday’.”

“Why?” the other asks.

“My Lord was hanged on a tree that day.”

His friend replies with, “If you were going to be hanged on that day, and he volunteered to take your place, how would you feel?”

“Good” is all the first man can say.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we take today, Good Friday, very seriously. And we should, as we see all the punishment that we were to undergo. Surely our sin is anything but a joking matter. But we certainly have every reason to call it Good Friday. On this day, your Savior Jesus Christ was stricken, smitten, and afflicted for you. What better news could we have than this? It’s not just cause for a nice day; it’s cause for a life full of love, joy, and thankfulness! And peace. Let there be no doubt as to whether all your sin is removed. In the words of our Savior, “It is finished, it is completed, it is accomplished.” Go home this evening in the peace and joy of your forgiveness. Amen.
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